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The local home market remains very strong.
There's still time for savvy sellers to take advantage
of the extremely favorable market conditions.

CalBRE#01335916

Rainbow Flag Flies Proudly Again after Theft from St. Mark’s

By Nick Marnell

A firefighter helps install a new rainbow flag.

bout 2,000 years ago, Je-

sus shocked his disciples
with one of his most off-putting
comments recorded in the Bible.
“Do you think I have come to es-
tablish peace on earth? No, | tell
you, but rather division. From
now on a household of five will
be divided, three against two and
two against three.” (Luke 12:51-
52)

St. Mark’s United Methodist
Church in Orinda felt the sting
of that division Aug. 12 when its
rainbow flag — popularized as a
symbol of lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender pride and diver-
sity — was stolen.

The church purchased the
flag and displayed it at the Orin-
da Fourth of July parade. After-
ward St. Mark’s mounted the
flag on the sign in front of the
church on Moraga Way. Church
officials wanted everyone driving
by to see the flag and know that
St. Mark’s was a fully inclusive
church.

“How sad,” said the Rev. Mi-
chele Robbins, St. Mark’s pastor.
“How sad it is that not everyone
is into inclusion.”
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Robbins said she went home
that Friday, bummed, realizing
that the thief probably had no use
for the flag and that it was likely
destroyed. She turned to Next-
door, a website that connects
neighbors within their communi-
ties, and posted the news of the
loss.

The responses overwhelmed
her:

“Awful! 1 pointed that flag
out to my 13-year-old daughter
this past weekend. She gave it the
ultimate teen blessing - ‘Cool.” If
the flag is not found or returned,
I hope the church members will
raise another one.”

“What a shame. If the church
community decides to offer an
award to catch the culprit, I'd
gladly chip in money.”

“l too was SO happy to see
that rainbow flag in front of St.
Mark’s and want to see it back
again ASAP! Please let us know
if you are taking donations for a
new onel”

“Seriously, who would steal
from a church? We’re sending a
donation to help you put up an-
other flag and thank you so much

for supporting the LGBT com-
munity.”

On the following Sunday,
Robbins and the congregation
prayed for the person who took
the flag. She tied in the scrip-
ture reading, explaining that
Jesus knew that following his
word would cause conflict and
distress. “When you’re disrupt-
ing and confronting you have to
expect there will be division and
conflict,” she said, the division
manifest in the St. Mark’s com-
munity by the theft of the flag.

Within a week, enough do-
nations poured in to not only
purchase a new flag and assem-
bly, but also to acquire a second,
backup flag. On Aug. 31, Mora-
ga-Orinda Fire District engineer-
paramedic Jacob Airola and
church trustee Brent Goetzl led
the installation and the raising of
the new St. Marks’ rainbow flag.

Following the suggestion of
the Nextdoor community, the
crew positioned the flag higher
on the sign than sat the original.

“I’'m just happy to have it
back up,” Robbins said.
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ORINDA $4,250,000
6/5.5 8+ acres w/potential for subdivision.
Recently updated with many features.

One of a kind!!
Laura Abrams

LAFAYETTE $2,850,000
5/4.5 NEW CONSTRUCTION! Coveted
Trails neighborhood. Open floor plan, park
like setting. A 10!

The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426

MORAGA $2,595,000
5/4.5 Exciting & prestigious in Sanders
Ranch, 4525 sqaft, stunning kitchen,lovely
garden w/pool!
Elena Hood

MORAGA $2,099,990 ORINDA $1,695,000
5/3 Lovely 3730 sqft, updated kitchen &  4/3 Classy Orinda Contemporary, the
baths, private master, .30 acre lot w/pool  perfect blend of rustic and refined.
& spa. Brown/Camras

Elena Hood

CalBRE

CalBRE #01272382 CalBRE #01221247 CalBRE #01221247 #01738605/01156248

CONNECTIONS THAT COUNT

Meet Linda Van Drent:

Linda literally changed my life by getting me out of a big house where
I had lived for 40 years with my family of six. She found a beautiful
townhome that made downsizing a pleasure and also helped me
prepare my home for sale. My home sold for the asking price and
my new townhome was purchased in a seller's market, Linda is a
wonderful resource for all things relating to your real estate needs,
whether that entails finding a window washer or a stager. If you are
selling or buying, call Linda. She is the best!

—Raine Rude, Buyer & Seller, Oakland-Piedmont

ORINDA $1,565,888
5/3 Beautiful new construction close

to downtown. Spectacular appliances/
finishes throughout.
McAtee|Wilson

MORAGA/CANYON $1,550,000
4/2.5 Remodeled updated designers
home w/custom finishes. Solar pool/spa &
lighted waterfall.
Cookie Javinsky

LINDA VAN DRENT

CalBRE #01349169 CalBRE #00598341

Meet Patti Camras:

Patti knows what needs to be done in the home selling process
and executes flawlessly. | was extremely impressed with her
expertise in highlighting the finer points of our property, which
helped facilitate a quick sale. | have dealt with many real estate
professionals (both residential and commercial), and Patti ranks at
the top of that list!

—Douglas R. Koenig, Buyer & Seller, Lafayette

ORINDA

4/3 Exceptional Mediterranean
contemporary with open floor plan
designed by Steven Kubitschek

Maureen Wilbur CalBRE #01268536

$1,500,000 LAFAYETTE $1,449,000
4/3 Very private on over 1/2 acre.
Wonderful yard with pebble-tech pool &
expansive lawn.

Jim Ellis

PATTI CAMRAS

CalBRE #00587326

LAFAYETTE $1,449,000 LAFAYETTE
5/3 Stunning Sophisticated high tech
updates highlighted by natural light
throughout.
Laura Abrams

$1,445,000 ORINDA $1,425,000
4/2 Large lot. Multiple spaces to play or ~ 4/3 Classic 1940 Orinda cul de sac home
enjoy the view. Extra 400 approx. sf bonus with privacy, large master suite, fabulous
room. lot & pool
CalBRE #01272382 Emily Estrada CalBRE #01942438 Suzi O’Brien

ORINDA $1,385,000
3/2.5 Remodeled charming wood

MORAGA $749,000
2/2 Highly desirable single level end
shingled traditional! Plus newly unit. Open flr plan, updated kit,club
constructed 1000 SF Great room. house,pool, tennis
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382 Elena Hood

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600 | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300
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